
Your area overlaps with 
a conservation zone and 
you have to navigate 
additional steps.

GET A DECREE FROM THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT 
AND FORESTRY ESTABLISHING THE CUSTOMARY FOREST 

HOST GOVERNMENT FIELD VISIT TO 
VERIFY YOUR COMMUNITY’S CLAIM 

The government agency 
is understa�ed. Wait for 
o�icials to show up.

DELAY

DELAY

You don’t have political 
support. Your claim stalls 
until you secure it.

DELAY

Wait while Regional 
Assembly debates the 
draft regulation.

Wait for government to 
publish the regulation in 
a regional journal.

Wait for Regional Assembly 
to approve the regulation 
granting your community 
indigenous status.

STOP

GET ORGANIZED

MAP YOUR LAND

Understand land laws, 
and build consensus in 
the community.

You may not speak Indonesian. 
You’re not familiar with national 
land laws. And there’s no NGO 
representative available to help.

Lobbying elected 
o�icials can take 
more than five years. 

Convince politicians to 
include your petition in the 
legislative agenda.

Wait for legislative 
committees to prepare a 
draft regulation; prepare 
supporting studies for them.

Indigenous Peoples and communities spend upwards of 15 years trying 

to formalize their land rights; most never make it through the complex 

legal process. Only around 20 communities in Indonesia have received 

customary forest rights, covering fewer than 20,000 hectares of land. 

HOW COMMUNITIES GET CUSTOMARY
FOREST RIGHTS IN INDONESIA

You hit one of many roadblocks. 
AND STILL DO NOT HAVE

CUSTOMARY FOREST RIGHTS.

You overcome these roadblocks 
AND RECEIVE YOUR CUSTOMARY 

FOREST RIGHTS.

DELAY

STOP

You don’t know how to prepare 
the necessary technical studies 
or convene experts.

STOP

You spend years lobbying politicians 
and organizing public consultations, 
but still can’t get enough votes. 

STOP

A timber company claims 
to hold rights to your land. 

PETITION LOCAL LEGISLATURE TO ISSUE A REGULATION 
RECOGNIZING YOUR INDIGENOUS COMMUNITY

SUBMIT CUSTOMARY FOREST APPLICATION TO 
THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTRY

You don’t know what the map 
should include. Government 
o�icials were supposed to help, 
but they don’t show up.

STOP

TOTAL TIME: 4–15 YEARS


